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teacher, Carlo Sigonio. rushed into print with the first commentary, which 

was based on the assumption that the text was ancient. Scholars all over 
Europe watched as Riccoboni and Sigonio fought to establish whether the 

work was really ancient or (as Riccoboni tried to prove) a modern forgery. 

Once again . Riccoboni 's fri endship with Lorenzo Massa was dec isive: 

Massa was able to trace the anonymously ed ited text back to S igonio, thus 

making it extremely likely that Sigonio had forged it. 5o 
After the Consolatia affai r had ended with tota l victory, Riccoboni 

shifted his attention to rhetoric and poetic theory, on which he was to 
concentrate for the remaining decade and a half of his life. His quarrel with 

Nicolo Cologno about the problem of the structure of Horace's Ars Poetica 

has already been mentioned and fall s into the midd le of th is pe riod . Al­

though it concerned a different problem, the quarre l with Cologno was very 

much a reprise of the earlier debate with Sigonio . for Riccoboni once aga in 

played his characteristic role of critic aga inst a dogmatic riva l. In both 
debales. Riccoboni had the last word and emerged the victor. 

in the last decades of his li fe, Riccoboni was he ld in high esteem 

by the regents and by the un ivers ity and community at large. receiving 

many honors and pri vileges. He died afler a brief illness on July 27, 1599. 
nearly sixty years o ld. 

For the purposes of our topic, the re are two questions that the 

career of Riccoboni raises that are of interest for our understanding of late 
Ita lian humanism. First , what was the impac t of the Inqu is it ion on Ric­

coboni's inte llectual development? And, second , why did Riccoboni work 

so hard to oppose Cologno's appoin tment as professor of Eth ics aI Padua in 

159 1? As we will see, these two questions are c losely re lated. 

It would take a iarge and sensiti ve psycho log ical study to do jus­

tice to the impact on someone like the young Riccoboni of a terrible ordeal 
like an Inqui sit ion tria l followed by humiliating public penance. Here I 

would just make three points. 

First, after abjuring his heresy, Riccoboni never again got into 

trouble with the Inquisit ion . His behavior, then , a lways gave outward signs 

of conformity to Catholic orthodoxy. On the other hand. we do find equal­

but-opposite indications that Riccoboni still fe lt himself to be a d iss ident. 

For example, in 1583 Riccoboni wrote a commentary on SI. Paul 's Lelter to 

50 McCuaig 1989.29 1-344 g ives an exce llent account of thc Riccobon i-Sigonio quarrel about 
the Como/mio. 
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the Romans, which he dedicated to his old friend , Lorenzo Massa. This 

letter is the lOuchstone of the religious controversies of the sixteenth cen­

tury. It was in fact Luther 's and Calvin 's commentaries on Romans that 

marked the beginning of the Refonnation .51 In his book , Riccoboni explic­

it ly followed Jacopo Sadoleto 's commentary of 1535. Sadoleto was the 
Catholic bishop of Carpcntras, but his commentary was severe ly critici zed 

by the Dominican theologians of the Sorbonne when it appeared and was 

rejected as heterodox by the Council of Trent. 52 We have two manuscripts 

of Riccoboni 's commentary (one in Venice, the other in Rovigo) , but its 

author wisely never allowed it to be published: doing so would only have 

gOllen him into more trouble with the Inquisition. 53 Likewise. Riccoboni 

was known to ignore the Index by buying banned Protestam books. His 
Venetian bookseller, Pietro Longo . was caught by the Holy Office and 

drowned in the lagoon in January of 1588. 54 Riccoboni was not himself 

punished: it was apparen tly one thing for a public bookseller to Iraffic in 

heretical works and quite another for a scholar 10 read them in the pri vacy of 
his stud y. 

Probably the greatest impact of the Inquisition on Riccoboni was 
not that it forced him into the uncomfortable and ra the r hypocrit ical pos i­

tion of outwardly conforming to an orthodoxy that he secretly questioned . 
Rathe r. it was that it encouraged him to search for a space where he cou ld 

give free play to his naturally creati ve and critical spirit. In the repressive 

culture of his day, this space cou ld not perforce be found in the area of those 

ju icy but forbidden dinner conversa tion topics- re lig ion and po litics . In­

stead. I wou ld suggest. Riccoboni found an asy lum in the safer, pure ly 
academ ic problems of rhetorical and poetic theory.55 Neither Church nor 

51 See Pfeiffer 1976.90; Parker 1986. 
52 Cf. Douglas 1959.93. 
53 Cf. Rnvigo. Accademill dei Concordi ms . Amoll;; R;ccoboll; ill EpislOtllm Di. PlIlllli (ld 

Romallo.,· '1110 IlIIil"l!l"Sallr.\· rhelOriclI ecdesilu/ica {I SpiTilll SanclO profecllI 
in hac IIl1a £,)islOla ex docrrilla Arisrorefii explkllbur ... Ad Cillriss;mllm ViTI/III (I Se· 

crelis Serellissimae Reipublicae Venell/(' UII/remiuIII MlI.UilllI (Padua. no date): Bi blimeca 
Marciana Mss. Latini. CI. I, nr. 71. shelf-mark 2158. Riccoboni cites Sadolcto·s commen­
tary with approval at. e.g .. fo il. Sir. 62r. 101" of the (unnumbered) Rovigo ms. 

54 See Grend ler 1989.186-89. 
55 For an analogous case. cf. Francesco Patrizio who spent the last yellrs of hi s life working in 

the safe area of military science afte r his gre<l1 philosophical work. Nom de Imil'ersi.\" 

philosoplJia (Ferrara 1591 ) was placed on the Index: sec Firpo 1970. Grend ler 1977.286-
93. downplaying thc impact of the Inquisition on Italian inte llectuallifc . correctly observes 
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State evidently very much cared what one thought about such matters, and 
so Riccoboni found these subjects congenial as he got older and wiser. 
Here, too, he found himself attrac ted to heretical ideas , but now it was no 
longer necessary to keep these ideas to himself. In his poetic thought , for 
example . Riccoboni was one of the few late sixteenth--century Italians to 
express admirat ion for the work of the heretic Ludovico Castelvetro , and he 
was unique in adopting Castelvetro 's purely hedonistic view of poetry. 
Castelvetro 's idea that poetry 's goal is to give pleasure and not moral 
instruction was out of tune with the Counter- Reformat ion spi rit of the 
age. 56 This was the time when the nudes of Michelangelo's Lasl Judgmenf 

had to be clothed by Daniele da Volterra in 1565; and when Veronese got 
into trouble with the Inquisition a few years later for painting jesters and 
buffoons in his Last Supper for the monastery of Ss. G iovanni e Paolo in 
Venice .57 After the Council of Trent , Catholic art was supposed to be 
edifying , not merely enjoyable. 58 

This natura lly takes us to the second question of why Riccoboni 
was so angered at being passed over for the chair of Ethics in favor of the 
priest , Cologno. First of a ll , there is the point that in this period we know 
that Eth ics had much greater prestige than Humanity. To Riccoboni , how­
ever, more was at stake than mere prestige . Cologno 's appo in tment must 
have represented the same kind of th reat to academic freedom within the 
university that the Jesui ts were mount ing from without. I began this paper 
by alluding to the greatest cont roversy of 1591: the attempt by the Jesuits to 
open thei r anti- uni versity in Padua to stamp out heresy at the pu blic univer­
sity. The regents seem (Q have responded to the Jesuit challenge in part by 

changing their appointment policy 1O pre- empt the Jesuits in the prestigious 
and sensiti ve fi eld of Ethics. The deliberat ions of the regents do not sur­
vive, but the facts speak for themsel ves. The appointment o f Cologno was 
unprecedented and almost inexplicable. Before Cologno , every holder of 
the chair of Ethics in the sixteenth century had been a layperson and a 

that " the ccnsors fou nd nothi ng objectionable in works o f classic .. 1 sc hol arship. history. 
law. literary criticism. logic. mathematics. medicine, philo logy, and rhetoric . Scholars 
carried on their study of Ihese disc iplines with little interference .. :' (288). However. I 
agree wi th Firpo in seeing the impact of the Inqui sition reflected both in its ability to repel 
sc holars like Riccoboni from subjects li ke Biblical exegesis and . at the same time. to 
allract them to the safer subjects listed by Grend ler. 

56 Cf. Toffani n 1920.135-40; Budd 1927.425-27. 
57 Sec Chastel 1984. 188-227. 
58 See. in ge neral. Dejob 1884. 
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distinguished in tellectual. Starting with Cologno in 1591, every holder of 
the chai r for at least the next sixty years was a re ligious . Such a develop­
ment is indeed compatible with the post-Tridentine trend for priests to 
assume university teaching positions in order to promote Counter- Refor­
mat ion va lues .59 Such a change of policy would also explain the otherw ise 
puzzling fact that Riccoboni lost the appointment to Cologno. Cologno was 
comple tely obscure . He had published only one book before his appoint­
ment, and that was the book on Horace' s poetics , not on Aristotle's ethics. 
And, as we have seen, it was not a very good book . Cologno had never 
taught at a university but had spent his career teaching twelve- year- olds 
catechism and the rudiments of Latin and Greek grammar. Moreover, he 
was about 70 years old in 1591 and so his dismal record to date could hard ly 
be excused by hi s promi se for bigger and belter things. Besides his cle rical 
status and his close links with the family of Padua's bishop (who also 
served as grand chancellor of the uni versity) , what else could the aged 
priest put forward in support of his candidacy? 

Riccoboni . on the other hand . had a European reputation. As earl y 
as 1587 we know that Riccoboni was giving private lessons on book one of 
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics . The fru it of these private lessons was 
Riccoboni 's huge commentary on the text, which was fi nished in 1596 and 
pub lished in Germany afte r Riccoboni 's death .60 Unfortunately for Ric­
coboni, part of his reputation included suspicions of heresy. as word of his 
tria l in Rovigo th ree decades earl ier seeped oul and spread as far north as 
Leyden (wi th some inev itab le garbling along the way).61 Could Padua 
afford to place a fanner here tic into- of all things- the professorship of 
Ethics. and could it do so j ust in the year in which the Jesuits were mount­
ing their campaign against the university as a hotbed of heresy? It is not 

59 For the holders of the cha ir of Ethics at Padua , see Tomasinus 1644.322-24. On the 
Church 's keen interest in the uni vers ities generally in the period after thc Council of Trcnl. 
sce Willaen 1966.226- 28. 

60 Riccoboni 1610. 
61 Cf. Scaliger" s long. rambling leuer about the Ti zzi affair to Ianus Dousa, dated Leyden. 

May 19, 1594 in Scaliger 1627.53-57. Behind Ti l Zi. Scal iger SllW the hand of those "who 
thought they could hun my fa mily and my repu tation" (p. 53). Later in the leiter Scaligcr 
supplies more detai l about who he is th inking of: "who will be pleased [sc il. with Tizzi's 
attack on mel except the man who. writing to him from Venice, d ictated to him the tale 
about the ladder- maker: who. when he will start to get hungry, wi ll hire himsel f out to the 
Inq uisition. so that he creates danger for the vinuous, and so that he may seek a living from 
informing: ' We know from hi s other writings that Scaligcr thought that Riccobon i was thm 
man . 
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surprising that the regents preferred to be "safe , not sorry" by appointing 
Cologn~, whose credentials for orthodoxy were impeccable. However, it is 

clear that a uni versity caving in to " re ligious correctness" by preferring a 

candidate like Cologno to one like Riccoboni was a university in deep 
trouble. 

The situat ion on ly got worse after Riccoboni's death in August of 
1599. To replace him , we know that the regents first tried to hire the leading 

humanist at a northern European Catholic university, Justus Lipsius, but he 

did not accept the ir offer. Instead. the uni versity had to sett le for Paolo 

Beni , an ex-papal secretary who was actua lly a Jesuit living in Padua when 

the Jesuit batt le aga inst the univers ity started to break ou t in 1590.62 Be­

cause of misconduct , Beni was di smissed from the order in 1593. but he 

remained in the priesthood. He went to Rome where Clement VIII hired 
him to teach natural philosophy at the university.63 In Rome hi s piety and 

eloquence were highly respected and earned him . for example. an invitation 

to preach a sermon to the pope and card inals on Ash Wednesday of 1594. 64 

In 1596, he published a treatise on Card inal Cesare Baronio 's Aliliaies. 

twelve volumes of Church history representing the Catho lic response to the 
Lutheran Magdeburg Cellluries (the thrust of which was to show that 

throughout history the papacy had been Satan's tool). In hi s work, Beni 
reveals his views about the pagan authors, which is that they were worth­

while studying because the Church Fathers used them to combat heresy. 65 

In Beni , then , we have a higher- powered version of Cologno: a Counter­

Reformation priest, who did not th ink the Greeks and Romans were worth 

studying in the ir own right, as had been the case for Riccobon i and fo r 
human ists since the fourteenth century.66 For Beni . the ancients were va lu­

able simply as materia l to be Christianized , even when that meant attribut­
ing views to Plato and Aristotle that they never held. Not surprisingly, he 

vigorously opposed the hedonistic theory of poetry taught by his prede­

cessor. Riccoboni , about whom he had only disparaging th ings to say.67 POI' 

62 See Dimey 1988. 
63 Diffley 1988.40. 
64 Diffley 1988.49. 
65 Diffley 1988.50-5 1. 

66 See Garin 1965. 14-15. For a fai r assessment of Beni 's place in intelieclUal history see 
Diffley 1988.244-46. 

67 See Diffley 1988.passim. especially p. 233. In Beni 1613 we find frequent attacks on 
Riccoboni. e.g .. at pp. 149 and 470. 
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all his enthusiastic orthodoxy, Belli was a failure as a teacher, attract ing . we 
are told , as few as two or three students to his classes.68 His appointment 

must have made Riccoboni spin in his grave. 
The man who might have kept humanism vital in Padua was Justus 

Lipsius.69 Bom in 1547, he was not only a prolific and bri lliant author of 
many volumes of classical scholarship , but also the best-selling writer of a 

book on how to succeed in politics. Why Lipsius turned down Padua in 
1600 is nOI known. Four years earlier, he had rejected another offer from an 

Italian university, this time from Bologna. Enough documents surv ive 

about the Bologna episode to enable us 10 guess Lipsius' reasons for avoid­

ing Ital y. Born a Catholic, educated by the Jesuits. Lipsius converted to 

Lutheranism in accepting an appointment in 1572 to the Univers ilY of Jena. 

Just two years late r he resigned his post. went 10 Cologne. came back to the 
Catholic fold and got married. In 1579, he accepted an offer 10 leach at the 

newly created Protestant uni versity in Leyden. Not surprisingly. th is move 

caused Li psius to renounce Catholic ism a second lime . and he bccame a 
Calvinist. By 1591. he had changed his mind ye t aga in . returning a second 

time to Catholic ism and to the Jesuits in Louva in . An even odder fact about 
Lipsius' career is that hi s changes o f faith did not just affect his pri vate li fe: 

wherever he went . he not only adoptcd the re ligion of the kingdom but 

ac tive ly polemicized on its behal f. 70 

For a long time Lipsius' re li gious schizophreni a remained an inex­

plicable and bizarre facet of an otherwise rational and impressive inte llec t. 

New research has cleared up the mys tery: Lipsius was a member of the 
Fami ly of Love. a sect founded by the Dutchman Hendrik Niclaes in the 

mid-s ixteenth century. which spread underground as far away as England 

and Spai n. The essence of the Fam il isl doctrine was that all existing re ligion 

represents the triumph of evil over good. the fl esh over the spirit. and the 

Antichri st over Chri st. Through enlightenment , a few chosen souls could 
begin a process of renewal and reuni fi cation of mankind under the spiritual 

leadership o f Hendrik Nic laes. whose initials- H. N. -supposedly had a 
mystical significance. standing for homo IIOVIIS. the " new man." Fami lists 

were taught to practice outward conformity to the religion of their commu­

nity while meet ing secretl y to read and interpret the Bible. Meanwhile, they 

68 Papadopoli 1726.350- 51: Diffiey 1988.94-95. 
69 On JuslUS Lipsius (1547-1606) see Pfeiffer 1976.124 -26. 
70 Sec Nisard 1852.1-148: Grafton 1987. 
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were to work for religious tolerance within their community. Lipsius ' 

strange religious record makes perfect sense in view of his membership in 

the Family of Love. His true feelings about religion were revealed in a letter 

to a friend in 1592: religio . religio, quam multos inducis vonQ quodamfuco 
(" Religion, oh religion! How many people do you seduce with your bogus 
deceit!").71 

We do not know with certainty why Lipsius decided not to move to 

Padua in 1600, nor why he had turned down an earl ier offe r from Bologna in 

1596. The official reason given to the au thorit ies in Bologna was that Lip­

sius' application to hi s king for permission to leave Louvain was denied.72 

Another reason may well have been Lipsius' fear of serving at the Pope 's 
university, where he would be under the close scrutiny of the Inquisition . 

This fear wou ld not have been idle. Cardinal Ascanio Colonna wrote to 

Lipsius in 1596. urging him to accept the Bologna offer. The Cardinal 

pointed out that he had shown his good wi ll toward Lipsius by intervening 

on his behalf wi th the Inquisition at Louvain and would continue to support 

him in Bologna. To a man with Lips ius' secret re ligious life, such words 

may well have sounded more threaten ing than reassuring.73 Finall y. nation­

a lism may also have played a role. In 1609. the Bolognese aristocrat Ludo­
vico Beccadelli , writ ing to Christopher Dupuy in Paris , expla ined Lipsius· 

decision as follows: "The ci ty counci lors, who oversee the university, tried 

some years ago to hire Lipsius , to whom they offered not only a good salary 

but also generous travel expenses; but after saying he wou ld come, he 

changed his mind because of some indisposit ion , his age, or even the fact 
that his wife did not want to leave her homeland ." Lipsius may well have put 

words into his wife 's mouth that should more truthfully have come from his 

own , since we know that he felt that some Italian scholars were prejudiced 

against him .74 

At any rate , the offic ial reaso n Lipsius gave the Bolognesi was 

good enough. This brings me to my fi nal point. The spread of Renaissance 

71 See Hamilton 198 1.1- 39 for the doctrines and history of Familism and pp . 96 - 102 for 
Lipsius' connection with the sect. For the quotation from Lipsius' IeHer (to Abraham 
Onelius) see p. 10 1. 

72 See Costa 1907.57. 
73 For the leiter see Costa 1907.56. 
74 Beccadelli ' s explanation is found in a leiter he wrote to Christofarus Puteanu s. dated 

Rome. 25 May 1609 (B ibliotheque Nationa le. Paris. Collection Dupuy MS 705. foIl. 163r-
164r). On Lipsius' feel ings about Italian scholars see Nisard 1852.134. 
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humanism was very much dependent on and facilitated by the free exchange 
of ideas and scholars, as Kristeller and pfeiffer, among others, have 

noted.75 The How of ideas was staunched , as we have seen, by such reli ­

gious protectionism as the Index and the Inquisition . The free exchange of 

students and scholars was no less affected by what might be called " aca­

demic protectionism." This is a phenomenon that has hardly been stud­

ied. 76 We know that by the end of the fifteenth century, Ital ian states such as 

the Kingdom of Sicily, the Grand Duchy of Thscany, and the Venet ian 
Republic forced their c itizens to study at the public university. This they did 

by refusing to recognize degrees earned elsewhere. They also required the ir 

c iti zens to apply for permission to teach at a university outside the bound­

aries of the state. Such permission was often refused. Like all form s of 

protectionism, academic protectionism started out as a distinct econom ic 

advantage to the states practic ing it: professorial salaries could be kept low, 
as foreign offers did not have to be countered; economies of scale could be 

achieved as the uni versities could count on the enrollment of a steady 

number of domestic students , no matter whether the instruction offered was 

at a high or a low level of quality. As time went on, however, spreading 

protectionism boomeranged aga inst the public universities of Italy and be­

came a major factor conrributing to the dismal enrollment statistics at Bo­

logna that I c ited at the beginning of this paper. The situation of the Italian 
un iversities was made worse by competition from the new Protestant uni ­

versities (l ike Leyden) in northern Europe and , in the Catholic countries . by 

the new Jesuit schools .77 So. as more and more states fo rced the ir students 

to study at home and as the number of universities increased . the number of 

potential slUdellls recruitable by the proud o ld public uni versities of Italy 

dwindled . 
The hindrances to the free flow of scholars d id not help. The chair 

of Humanity at Bologna illustrates the problem . After Lipsius was denied 

permission to leave Louvain . the regents in Bologna offered the position to 
Roberto Tizzi. Tizzi was a Florent ine who had earned a minor reputat ion as 

a tex tual critic through his quarrel with Scal iger in the 1580s . As we have 

seen , their debate soon degene rated into a mudslinging contest pitting Ital-

75 Kristeller 1990. 18: Pfe iffer 1976.61 - 66; cf. also. e.g .. Schmitt 1982.299. 
76 See Marongiu 1962: Marrara 1981. 
77 The spread of religious (and espec iall y Jesuit ) education, und the corresponding decline 

of public schools, has been treated by Huppert 1984.104 - 29 for France and Grendler 
1989. 363-99 for Italy. 
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ian scholars against their Transalpine foes-a professorial version of the 
kind of pernicious nationalist conflict we glimpsed in the Alzano murder 
case. At any rate, once settled in Bologna. Tizzi turned out (Q be quite 
happy with his position at the Papal university, but his service there de­

pended on the sufferance of his ruler, the Grand Duke of Tuscany. In 1606, 
the Collegia Romano in Rome succeeded in hiring Baldassare Ansidei, 
who, though a citizen of the Papal States. was teaching Humani ty at Pisa. 
Grand Duke Ferdinand of Tuscany was not amused by the loss of Pi sa's 
humanist, and he retaliated agai nst the Pope by forcing Tizzi to abandon his 

professorship at Bologna so that he could replace Ansidei at Pisa. The 
Bolognesi immediate ly set to work to find a new human ist , once again 

hoping to attract a prestigious scholar from northe rn Europe. Lipsius was 

now dead . The other superstars of the time were both Protestants: Joseph 

Scaliger and the Huguenot pastor's son, Isaac Casaubon .78 It was, of 

course, impossible to hire one of them for the Pope 's un iversity. 
The sad part is that some Itali ans recognized what had happened to 

humanism and understood at least the supe rficia l cause of the problem­

the ir inability to recruit the best minds in the world for top universi ty pos ts. 

Once again the letter written in 1609 by Ludovico Beccadell i to Christophe r 

Dupuy is of interest. In the letter, Beccade lli asks Dupuy 's he lp in fi nding a 
suitable candidate for the empty cha ir in Bologna: 

For some time now the cha ir of Humanity in Bologna, 

my home town, has been vacant. Th is is ow ing to the lack 

of good candidates, s ince in Italy in this profess ion we 

have only very mediocre men . I would li ke to ask you that 

if you know of anyone who might be good for the post. 

and if he wou ld be inclined to accept an offe r, that you so 

inform me. The posit ion is moSI prest igious and once was 

made famou s by Beroaldi . Amasei. Robortelii . and 
Sigonio . However, for SOme lime now there has not been 

a professor to compare with them .... So if by chance 

there is in Paris or some other city in France some student 

of Scaliger or Casaubon who would not turn down the 

post, I am certain that he would be well treated . Just 

78 On Casaubon 0559-1614), see Pfeiffer 1976. 121- 23. 
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make certain that he is bette r than average and capable of 

returning the chair to its earlier reputat ion .79 

The idea was that , if Bologna could nOI hire a great humanist because he 

was Protestant , at least it cou ld get one of his French ( i.e .. Catholic) stu­

dents. Scaliger's leading students were a ll Dutch Protestants. so Although 

Casaubon was in Paris as Lecteur du Roi fro m 1599 to 1610. he never had a 

teaching position at the university or in the College de France. 81 So. for all 
the best will and lucrat ive offers in the world , no such ideal cand idate could 

be fo und . After T izzi's forced departu re, the illustrious cha ir of Humanity 

at Bologna remained vacant for thirteen years. 
If the decay of humanism was pa in fu lly apparent to the Itali ans 

themse lves, then it was also plainly recognized by fore igners. At the he ight 

o f sixteenth- century Italian humanism, Joannes Caseli us (1533- 16 13) had 

come down to Ita ly from Germany to study wi th grea t sc ho lars like Sigonio 
at Bologna and Vettori in Florence. When his friend . Valens Acidalius 

(1567- 1595). visited Italy at the end of the century. he sent Caselius the 
fo llow ing depress ing accoun t of the state of humanist ic stud ies: .. if you ask 

me now about Italy, I frankly answer that in the midd le of Ita ly I do not see 

Italy. If you ask likewise about humanist studies. I state boldly that they are 
be tte r and more properly pursued in any vill age of Germany than in this 

land which is the very temple of the Muses, nor can I learn more here than 

in the Transa lpine a ir."82 With such reports getti ng back to Germany and 

olhe r northern countries, it is hardly surpri sing that parents started doubling 
the wisdom of sending the ir sons to school at the distant and expensive 

Ita lian univers it ies. espec iall y now that the re were plenty o f new options 

closer to home. It is also probably not going too far to sni ff nascent nation­

alist sent iments in Acidalius' Transalpine air: the proud Germans were onl y 

too happy to discover that the ir local Schulmeister was better qua li fied than 

a Padua professor~ Thus a downward spira l had begun from which it look 

centuries to recover. 
To recapitulate then: in 1610. at the end of Renaissance. a 

Counter-Reformat ion ideologue occupied the chair of Humanity in Padua. 

and , worse st ill. the chai r at Bologna existed for some years only on paper. 

79 For the letter, cf. n. 74 above. 
80 For the students of Scaliger. see Von Wilalllowitl. 1982.67- 69; Pfeiffer 1976.119. 
III Sec Pfeiffer 1976.120. 
82 Cited by Costa 1907.63 n. I. 
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Humanism at these northern Ita lian universities was kil led off by a complex 

array of forces that could all be gathered together under the heading of 
" particularism: ' If the Renaissance and its impressive inte llectual accom­
plishments were nourished by the universal va lues of reason, the dignity of 

humanity, and the study of human cultu ral history as an end in itself: then 

particul arism represented the opposi te: the erection of barriers between 
peoples. bel iefs, and the present and a past no longer worthy of study for its 

own sake. Litt le wonder, then, that Horat ian studies were neglec ted at 
Padua for centuries after Riccoboni 's death . For the next major contribu­

tion, we have to await the publ ication of Francesco Dorighello's three­
volu me edition and commentary in 1774.8:\ In the meant ime, not just Hora­
tian studies, but humanism itself petered out in seventeenth-century Italy 

with the rise of antiquarianism and the fa ll of textual and li terary crit i­

cism. 84 

University of Cali/ornia. Los Angeles 

83 Dorighc llo 1774. On Dorighe llo (17 31- 1815) see NOIII'l'lIe Biographie Generaie 14 (paris 
1855) cols . 623-24. 

84 For a sketch of classics in Seicento Pad ua see Nardo 1990.139-53; a corresponding history 
is. so far as I know. lacking for Bologna. It is interesting to note a similar decline of 
huma nistic studies at Ihe University of Alcala: see Pcllistrand i 1990.125: "One thing is 
defin itely clear: after 1568 the universi ty of Alcala rapidly CUI its ties with its humanist 
roots .... The students following courses of study in rhetoric. . were only two in 1618 
as opposed to 102 in 1568." 
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related to this article in northern Italy. It al so pennilled me to benefit fro m Prof. Gian Paolo 
Brizzi's and Prof ssa Ste fan ia Malavasi's expertise on many of the topics discussed here. I 
therefore wish 10 thank Prof. John Marcum. Director o f the University of California 
Education Abroad Office for selecting me for Ih is exchange: and my Bolognese hosts. 
Prof.ssa Giovanna Franci and Prof. Gualtiero Calboli. I gratefully dedicate this article to 
Dr. Paolo Pezzolo. librarian and arch ivist o f the Accadcmia de i Concordi of Rovigo. as a 
small down payment on the enormous scholarly and personal debt I have incu rred from 
him duri ng my vi sits 10 Rovigo over the past four years. 
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