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DISCOVER

THE G D

Hunting for Horace’s
Humble Home

Did the Poet Live as Modestly as He Said He Did?
An Archaeological Team in Lazio Takes Him to Task

By John Moretti
john.moretti@rcs.it

“Let him who has enough wish for
nothing more.”
For two centuries, archaeologists have

T he Roman poet Horace once wrote:

In 1914, Pasqui's state money ran out
and the dig was closed. He concluded
was that this was indeed Horace's home,
and future generations would base their
studies on his conclusions; most notably,
Giuseppe Lugli, the leading authority on
Roman topography.

By Elisabetta Povoledo
elisabetta.povoledo@res.it

G-8 Was No Boon
For the Birds Either

The widespread use of teargas by
police in two days of rioting during
the Genoa G-8 summit last weekend
has decimated the city’s pigeon pop-
ulation, Il Secolo XIX reported Mon-
day.

After the riots, the Genoa daily
observed, locals began to see dead
bird carcasses piling up on the streets,
stunned squabs stilled into immobili-

searched for the source of those words In his texts, Lugli would express surprise 4 i L
and the environment that surrounded at the way the poet actually lived, casting : }r{go;ocl?r:gl?sscﬁglg;unkenly stagger
their author. Because Horace was more doubt on Horace’s accuracy. T | X

autobiographical in his writing than many
of his contemporaries, he left clues as to
where he made his home.

He wrote of a modest farmhouse in a
letter to a friend, enticing her to visit the
“Valley of Ustica” in the shadow of Mt.
Lucretilis. In the 1700s, a site in eastern
Lazio was pinpointed, and in the 1900s,
archaeologist Angleo Pasqui started dig-
ging there, looking more closely.

Pasqui and his team turned up some
intriguing Roman walls. Although the
excavation revealed a building of palatial
dimensions, which could in no way be
considered modest, the archeologist was
convinced he had found the 1st-century
B.C farmhouse nonetheless.

But these days, a privately funded dig
led by Bernard Frischer of the University
of California Los Angeles is re-examining
the site and testing those claims. By dig-
ging deeper, Frischer has shown that
Pasqui’s work was only half-done.

“In the 1990s, | accepted Lugli's conclu-
sions as did everyone else in the field,”
Frischer says. “But | was making a new
argument, which now you can see in a
different light.

“Horace had always described his villa
as a modest farmhouse. But with about
20,000 square feet of living space, [what
Pasqui found] would have been the
biggest mansion in Beverly Hills.”

As Frischer exposed more of the rocks,

there appeared a patchwork masonry
known as opus mixtum — associated with
a period 100 years after Horace's death —
and not the net-like opus reticulatum of the
day.

But beneath the layers of mixtum,
Frischer found a smaller set of walls dis-
playing reticulatum, suggesting that an old-
er structure did exist there and that some-
one had actually built around it. Eventu-
ally, he came across a small atrium with-
in the palace, revealing Augustan features
and a floor plan more in line with the
abode Horace described.

Frischer’s colleague, Kathryn Gleason

At left, the site. Above, Charlie Steinmetz
makes one of his frequent trips to the dig that
his family is sponsoring. Below, Frischer on
location.

from the sea, it is almost by definition by
imperial order,” Frischer says.

There is another clue that might link
Horace’s home to Vespasian, this time
gleaned from the poet's writing.

Horace mentioned that his father was a
freedman, a former slave who went on to
middle-class wealth by becoming an auc-
tioneer. He moved from Venusia, — now
\enosa, in Basilicata — to Rome, so as to

Some ventured that maybe the
birds were keeling over because of
lack of food — after all, many
Genoese abandoned the city during
the summit, meaning fewer
munchies for their feathered friends.

But while locals may have flown
the coop, pigeons do not live by
bread alone, and it's unlikely that
insects, or inanimate seeds and fruits
— favorite pigeon snacks — would
have mysteriously dematerialized for
a week.

According to the paper, the
pigeons began meeting their maker
on Saturday. Putting two and two
together, it quickly pinpointed the
culprit — teargas, which was so nox-
ious Saturday that some demonstra-
tors had to be placed in decontami-
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